
CIMS:   Summary of Discussion

The aim of the event was to explore prominent issues relating to the concept and nature of 
Sahaba following the previous meeting on the Ahl al-Sunnah perspective of the Sahaba. With 
a view to encourage harmony and understanding between the schools of thought, a joint 
statement was prepared on behalf of both, Sunni and Shia Schools of thought. The following 
captures some of the results of the dialogue on the topic; 

Summary and points of differences 

1) Within the Shia-school of thought a notion of ‘Adala (justice)’ is acceptably applied only in 
the case of those sahaba whose adala has been confirmed by way of the Quran, the Prophet or 
the Ahlul Bayt while to Ahl al-Sunnah it is applied to the majority of them.

2) Shia’ scholars, in light of  evidence such as hadith of “al-Thaqalain” depend mainly on the 
institution of Ahl al-Bayt in terms of receiving and imparting ahadith of the Prophet, whereas 
Ahl al-Sunnah have been associated with both sahaba and Ahl al-Bayt equally and seek to rely 
on both sources.

Points of agreement 

1) The Quran, established sunna and established historical facts clearly demonstrate that
the sahaba (companions of the Prophet) were human beings and not infallible (masum).

2) The term “Adul (Just)” cannot be attributed to all sahaba if the Quran and sunna are to be 
applied appropriately and meticulously, for some of the companions of the Prophet are 
excluded from being so by the Quran and the Prophet.

3) The righteous sahaba deserve respect, and blasphemy is unacceptable, however differences 
of opinion (ikhtilaf) and respectful criticism is acceptable and should be seen as distinct from 
of blasphemy and insult.

4) Narrations of Prophetic teachings are accepted from the companions of the Prophet, subject 
to meeting the specific criteria of the scholars of hadith and rijal (biographies) which differ 
both across and within the two schools of Sunni and Shiʿi thought
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